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Welcome to Salesian Secondary College

Facts, Figures and Information for prospective 1st Year students and 
families, for school year 2024-2025

Open Night 2023



Enjoy tonight’s Tour of the College

► Learn about our curriculum and extra curricular 
life

► View our facilities

Meet our Senior Management Team

► Keith O Rahilly, Principal

► Mr. Mike Lavan, Deputy Principal

► Mr. David Ryan, Deputy Principal

And do some thinking at home 
together, as a family…..

See our Virtual Tour, School Prospectus, 
TY and Extra Curricular Photo Gallery, 

“Year in the Life of the Den” Video, this 
“Facts, Figures and Information” 

Slideshow….
and follow us on Facebook….

to get full information.

Get to know some our School Community

► Meet Doireann and Séamus 

► Talk with our Student Representatives

► Meet our teachers and support staff

Exploring Secondary Education Together



Our founder,
St. John Bosco 

(Don Bosco)

What is a 
“Salesian” School?

• Founded the Salesians of Don Bosco in 

Italy in 1859, as a response to the poverty 

and abandonment he witnessed during the 

Industrial Revolution. He named his new 

congregation after St. Francis de Sales, 

who was known as the “Gentleman Saint.”

• The order came to Pallaskenry in 1919

• Three core values: 

Reason, Religion and Loving Kindness

• Salesian Education’s key “meta-FOUR”: 

School, Home, Church and Playground



Our Mission Statement:

► “Salesian Secondary College is a 
voluntary, catholic, secondary 
school under the trusteeship of the 
Salesians of Don Bosco. Our school 
dedicates itself to educational 
excellence taking into account the 
uniqueness and complexity of each 
individual pupil. We strive to 
create an atmosphere where pupils 
are happy and thrive in an 
environment imbued with St. John 
Bosco’s three educational 
principles of Reason, Religion and 
Loving Kindness.”

Students are 
at the heart of 
everything we 

do!



Introducing 
Cian



and Grace, 

5th Year 
students



Numbers, numbers, numbers…
► 720 students in 6 Year Groups

► 130 places offered for 1st Year 2024-25, from 23 primary schools

► 500 acres of farmland

► 80 teachers in over 20 subject departments

► 9 SNAs

► 12 staff committees dedicated to school development: Wellbeing / Pastoral 

Care / Teaching and Learning / Environment and Sustainability / 

Attendance

► Administration, caretakers, qualified substitutes, coaches

► 8 or 9 class periods a day; Buses arrive for 9am and leave at 3.20 (or 4pm)

► 5 programmes (JC, TY, LC, LCA, LCVP)

► 3 “Den” specialist classes (0 places for 2024)

► Basketball court, tennis courts, sports hall, pitches, quad, handball alleys



Learning in 
Salesian Secondary College

Salesian Secondary College: 
Recognised as a leader in the development of 

Teaching and Learning strategy in the Midwest.



Junior Cycle: Focuses on skills for life
► resilience  

► using language and numbers

► developing relationships

► dealing with conflict

► knowing myself

► being social

► being responsible

► being safe

► organising myself

► being reflective

► problem solving

► decision making

► goal setting

► being confident

► learning from mistakes

► presenting and speaking

► the digital age



What does the Junior Cycle look like?

Compulsory
Irish (unless officially 
exempt: BRING CERT FROM 
PRIMARY SCHOOL)
English
Maths
Science
History
Geography
PE (short course)
SPHE (short course)
CSPE (short course)

Current Options
(Choose 3)

Business
Digital Media & 
Manufacturing 
French
German
Graphics
Home Economics
Spanish
Music
Visual Art
Woodwork

Non Exam
Computers
RE (includes Faith 
Formation)
RSE



Senior Cycle: Two Options in Salesian Secondary 
College

Junior Cycle

Transition Year 
(if successful 
after 
interview)

Leaving 
Certificate: 
Vocational or 
Applied or 
Traditional

Junior 
Certificate

Leaving 
Certificate
 (as above)

For students who do 
not wish to do TY:



Growing in 
Salesian Secondary College



Pastoral care of your child 
Pastoral Care is the bedrock of all we do in Salesian Secondary College….



Code of Behaviour for Students
► High standards of behaviour anticipated and encouraged

► Classroom management is based on positive relationships

► Anti Bullying Policy and Student Charter

► Safe Usage Policy

► Child Protection Policy



Playing in 
Salesian Secondary College



Extracurricular life in SSC
► Choir and Ensembles

► Musical Theatre

► Junk Kouture

► Hurling

► Camogie

► Gaelic Football

► Basketball

► Rugby

► Athletics

► Equestrian

► Soccer

► Cross Country

► Orienteering

► Games Room

► Green Schools

► Debating

► St. Vincent de Paul

► Gym / Fitness

► Ceangail 

► Peer tutoring

► Gaisce

► Rowing

► Student Council

► Young Scientist

► Trips to Spain, France



What’s Next?



Next step…..Central Applications
✔ Using the standard application form, place “1” beside Salesian Secondary 

College.

✔ Regrettably, The Den is at capacity, for 2024-25. Please contact your SENO. 

Students may be offered a MAINSTREAM place.

✔ Each applicant must identify 11 choices, no. 1 to 11, in order of preference.  

Incorrectly completed  or incomplete forms will be returned to parents. One 

form per student.

✔ NB. Full details re legal guardianship of the child must be indicated on the 

form.

✔ Return completed form to us in Salesian Secondary College.

✔ Confirmation of receipt of the application form will be sent within a week of 

receipt of application.

✔ We send a copy of your application form to the Limerick Education Centre 

(LEC) for processing.



The CAS Application Form



What’s next to do? 
Please see school website and CAS website

► View Virtual Tour, Prospectus and Social Media presence 

► Apply through CAS: by Monday 15th Jan 2024, 4pm

► Offers posted: Tuesday 30th January 2024 

► Deadline for acceptance or refusal: Wednesday 7th February 2024, 12pm

► Common Registration Night for all participating secondary schools: Tuesday 20th February 2024 

Spring

► Assessment Day    Subject Choice

Summer / New School Year

► Visits for vulnerable students

► Uniform Book list online

► Principal’s letter / Calendar

► Assistance with book costs

► Induction in September

► Timetable in September



Please also view our 
Prospectus, Virtual Tour, 
Photo Review of TY and 
Extra Curricular Activities, 
our Year in the Life of the 
Den Profile and our social 
media pages. 

All are accessible through 
our website. 

Thank you for considering our school.


